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INTRODUCTION

This document introduces the proposals which were adopted during the ninth chapter of the Dominican 
Laity, held at the d'Youville Manor in Châteauguay Quebec from June 30th to July 1st 2011.

Discussions centered around themes which had been previously discussed within each group in 
preparation for this chapter.  They include : formation, mission, finances, and new groups.

Discussions were held in both official languages through simultaneous translation, which greatly 
facilitated the flow of the proceedings.

The chapter begun with the prayer of vespers led by the Provincial Promoter of the Dominican Laity of 
Canada, Fr. Denis Dion, and ended with the sharing of the Eucharist celebrated by the General Promoter  of the 
Dominican Laity, Fr. David Kammler.

The moderator, Fr. Daniel Cadrin, presented the program to the assembly, which was approved by the 
Capitulars.  The Acts of the eighth Chapter, held from August 2th to the 3rd 2007 in Toronto, were approved by the
Capitulars as presented.

A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT

Ms. Élaine Champagne, outgoing President of the Dominican Laity, presented the work accomplished by 
the Provincial Council during its last mandate.  It was a task which presented many challenges, especially 
following Teresa Lippingwell's (elected President during the last chapter) request to be excused of her functions 
during her mandate.  The distance separating member also presented a challenge, which is why the Provincial 
Council suggests the usage of the internet and Skype to facilitate exchanges between members of the new 
Council.

The Provincial Council has been attentive to the life of the various Chapters, the newly formed groups 
and visited several during its mandate.  Circular letters have been sent by email to foster communication 
between Chapters and to inform them of the Provincial Council's activities.

Ms. Champagne also told us of the various Dominican gatherings in which the Provincial Council 
participated during its mandate : the Secretariat of the Dominican Family, meetings of the Dominican Leaders, 
meetings of the DLIPC (Dominican Laity Inter Provincial Council).
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The Council had as a mandate to form a group which would study questions surrounding a formation 
program for the Canadian Province. « The committee for formation » had its first meeting in march 2010 in 
Montreal.  Their work provided the basis on the theme of formation for the present Chapter.

In her report, the president gives an update of works in progress which will carry over into the mandate of
the next Council (ex. web page).  In closing, she thanks all members of the outgoing Council for their great 
dedication and solidarity despite difficulties that were met.

At the end of her presentation, the assembly thanked the outgoing president for all the work which was 
accomplished during her mandate and in preparation for the present Chapter.

RESOLUTIONS 

Mission 

Use of new technologies

1.  Improved communication will be promoted and sustained between members of the Dominican Laity and 
Dominican Family through the use of modern technologies.

2.  We particularly recommend the use of new technologies to reinforce ties between existing Chapters, to further
develop our national unity, that we may be witnesses for each other.

Our mission today

3.  As Dominican Laity we are invited to bear witness to the Truth (Christ Incarnated), to charity, to hope and to 
our faith in the face of the secularization of our society (signs of the times).  

4.  The Chapters will probe and think more deeply about the causes of social injustice and will act accordingly, 
recognizing each Chapter’s vocation and circumstances.

Growth & renewal

5.  The Dominican Chapters shall be attentive to  their development  as places of growth, renewal and sharing of 
the mission as lived by each member and the group.

6.  A common annual retreat will be organized for all lay Chapters (possibly by linguistic group).

Formation

Formation program

7.  The Province will develop a framework for formation, to be included in a national strategy.

8.  A flexible directory should be developed for the Province which would explicit periods of formation, and the 
length and content of each period.
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9.  The formation program will include : the four pillars of Dominican life, the life of St Dominic and of other 
Dominican saints, the commitment to a life of prayer and to community.  It will also include the history of the 
Order in the Canadian Province, the family tree, the relationships between the various branches including the 
international dimension of the Order.

10. The Council will appoint a person responsible for formation at the Provincial level (not necessarily a member 
of the Council) in order to assure that the formation goals contained in the directory be implemented.

11.  It is suggested that each chapter deepens the knowledge of the meaning and the spirituality related to the 
name of their Chapter. 

12.  It is recommended that the Chapters deepen their knowledge on the Dominican tradition in relationship with 
each Chapter’s mission and the Dominican Laity in Canada.

Aspiring Dominicans

13.  Those who aspire to the Dominican life will be sponsored by a member of their Chapter (or of another 
Chapter when not possible) which will accompany them on their journey.

Ongoing Formation

14.  The Provincial Council will establish, for the purposes of ongoing formation, a list giving the profile of the 
particular competencies found among the members of the lay Chapters.

15.  Existing resources within the Dominican Family, such as the Institut de pastorale, will be used to develop an 
ongoing formation for members of the Dominican Family, which might eventually lead to university accreditation.

New groups

Welcoming and sponsorship of candidates to the Dominican life

16.  A member of the Provincial Council will be appointed to act as a national contact for people inquiring about 
the Dominican life.

17.  The Dominican Laity will provide support to persons interested in the Dominican life, through sponsorship by 
the Chapter, as well as individually.  We suggest that they participate, when it is possible, to the life of their 
regional group, by taking part in the various activities (retreats, formation, visits by the Promoter, etc...) or by 
internet.

18.  The person responsible for formation at the Provincial level will ensure that new members benefit from the 
same sponsorship within each group, so that they may receive the basic formation based on the directory.

19.  We recommend that, when there are no professed Dominicans within a group, the equivalent of a Chapter's 
Council be set up, with the sponsoring of another Chapter. 

Ties between new groups and existing Chapters

20.  We recommend the use of Internet, Skype, etc... between chapters to facilitate networking.

21.  It would be desirable that a professed Dominican be present in person or via Skype during the group's 
monthly meeting, to share the charisma of St Dominic and facilitate the integration of new groups within the 
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Dominican Family.

22.   A directory of the Chapters will enable the creation of ties between new groups and the various chapters.

23.  New ties, once created, will allow existing Chapters to share with new groups their history, experiences, 
difficulties and successes as well as written documents.

Finances

Dues

24. The Provincial Council is responsible to follow up on the payment of dues.  A memorandum will be sent out in 
September of each year to every Chapter requesting that dues for the fiscal year ending next July 31st  be 
submitted by December.

25.  Each Chapter maintains a current list of its professed members and their annual dues.  This list shall be 
communicated to the Provincial Council.

26. The Provincial Council is mandated to collect remaining dues for 2009-2010. 

Fund raising campaign

27. The Provincial Council could put together an annual fund raising campaign.  Each Chapter will, according to 
its means, study how it can help the Provincial Council financially.  Charitable tax receipts will be issued to 
individual donors.

28. For special events which require additional funding, a memorandum requesting financial assistance will be 
sent out by the Provincial Council. 

Finance Committee

29. The Provincial Council will set up a consulting Finance committee, with the help of resource persons who are 
not part of the Laity, which will analyze the financial situation and make suggestions to the Provincial Council. Its 
mandate will be, among others, to establish the real costs of the Provincial Council’s operations in order to 
establish budgetary forecasts, find means to cover finances and to assess fiscal and legal aspects.

Other resolutions

30. The Provincial Council is mandated to finalize the drafting of the Acts of the present provincial chapter.

31. It is recommended that the organization of next Provincial Chapter follow the model of the present chapter 
for : translation, secretary, animation and group work.

32. The Chapter voted on a motion to thank Cathy Neugebauer for the exceptional work accomplished on the 
revision of the Acts of the previous Chapters.

33. The assembly unanimously accepted the work of  the review board on the articles of the Acts of the previous 
chapters (referred to in point 32).
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ELECTIONS

The participants of this Chapter elected the next Provincial Council of the Dominican Laity.  The 
members of the new Council are : Ms Conchita Bambilla, Ms. Élaine Champagne, Ms. Christine Husson, Ms. Pat
Rudan and Mr. Konrad Hanz.

As stipulated by provisions in the Constitutions, the members of the Provincial Council elected the new 
President of the Dominican Laity.  Mrs. Christine Husson was elected.

 

CONCLUSION

At the end of the ninth Chapter of the Dominican Laity of the Province of Canada, Fr. David Keammler, 
General Promoter of the Dominican Laity with the master of the Order, took the floor.

Among other things, he mentioned three internet sites which it might be interesting to browse.

Order's Official Website:   http://www.op.org

Daily Preaching of the Dominican Family:   http://word.op.org

International Lay Fraternities (under construction):   http://frat.op.org
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